
Spring Update 

While some home improvements 
may boost your lifestyle, they 
don't necessarily add equal value 
to your house. 
 
So where is the best place to put 
your money prior to entering the 
market? Here are some general 
rules: 
 

Painting 
First impressions are critical. En-
hancing “curb appeal” is the best 
way to spend your renovation 
dollars.  
 
Painting or re-staining the outside 
of the house is a relatively cheap 
way to create curb appeal. In our 
market, it is practically a prerequi-
site to selling a home. 
 

Kitchens and Bathrooms 
A recent survey by the National 
Association of Realtors showed 
that remodeling your kitchen or 
bathrooms was one of the best 
ways to add value to your home. 
On average, 88% of the cost of a 
kitchen remodeling is recouped in 

the resale of a house, the survey 
says, while 82% of the cost of 
remodeling a bathroom is re-
couped. 
 

Additions 
The NAR survey says that about 
84% of the cost of an addition is 
recouped when a home is re-
sold. However, the association 
warns that "only careful design 
and seamless execution make 
this pricey piece of work pay off 
at the settlement table." 
 

Landscaping and Decks 
Making the yard look better 
always improves curb appeal. 
Edging your lawn, adding sea-
sonal plantings, even trimming s 
can make your home look great.   

Everyone wants outdoor living 
space. Refinish or add a deck. 
You may only recoup 50% of the 
investment, this is a critical piece 
of High-Country Living  
 

Finishing Rooms 
The NAR survey showed that on 
average you'll get 75% back if 
you convert your attic into a bed-
room and about 69% back if you 
refinish your basement. 

 
Customized Changes 
A good rule of thumb: Don't 
leave too much of your own life-
style in the house. 
 
Courtesy of Tim Townsend   
Wall Street Journal On-Line     

Renovate for the Best Return 

$7,500 Tax Credit for Buyers 

If you haven‟t heard, interest rates 

are at all time lows.  Along with 

many other changes by the gov-

ernments, There have been many 

changes in the marketplace the 

last few months as lenders and 

the government are reacting to 

the overwhelming vo9lume of 

foreclosures.had your trees 

sprayed for mistletoe or beetle 

infestations before, this may be 

the year to start. The destruc-

tion by pine beetles in our na-

tional forests and throughout 

Colorado is catastrophic. Take 

care of your precious trees — 

they are an important part of 

mountain living.  

Because the risk for forest fires 

is higher than ever after years 

of drought and beetle kill, take 

the time to remove dead or 

diseased trees and dispose of 

them properly. The best time 

to do this is in March-April. 

Contact your landscaper, tree 
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When waiting for your home 
to sell, you have to be ready at 
a moment's notice to show 
your house to eager buyers. 
You may not always have 
much notice before a showing. 
Here are some tips on how to 
get your house ready based on 
how much time you have to 
prepare for those last minute 
showings. 
 
§    24 Hours Before: 
- When your house goes on the 
market, it is no longer the time 
to start big projects or cook 
elaborate meals. You want your 
home to only require a quick 
tidying before a showing. Cook 
a few meals at a time so that 
you can easily put them in the 
microwave and you won't need 
to dirty the stove and counter 
tops. It is also good to use 
paper plates during this time so 
you don't need to wash as 
many dishes. 
- Have under bed storage 

boxes that you can easily throw 
toys and extra items in. 
- Do a quick cleaning of all 
rooms; take a plastic bag 
around to each room and try to 
get rid of at least three things 
from each room. 
- Keep your regularly used 
toiletries in storage containers 
that can be quickly tucked 
from the counter to the bath-
room cupboard. The counter 
top will look neat and clean up 
will be a breeze. 
- Vacuum, dust and wipe down 
all hard surfaces. 
- Try to do a few loads of laun-
dry so that it is not piling up in 
the laundry room. 
 
 §    2-3 Hours Before: 
- Take out the garbage. 
- Make the beds. 
- Put out new towels. 
- Vacuum crumbs and dirt. 
- Wipe down counters and 
appliances. 
- Open windows to freshen the 

air quality. 
 
§   20 Minutes Before: 
- Give each family member a 
room to tidy, make sure all 
garbage is thrown out, beds are 
made and counters and appli-
ances are wiped down. 
- Put toilet seats down and 
stash personal products out of 
sight. 
- Open curtains and blinds. 
- Turn on lights. 
- Tuck away pet toys and sup-

plies. Take your pets with you 

when you leave. 

 

 

Colette Robicheau, President 

of Organize Anything 

Visit Colette‟s Site for more 

valuable information: 

www.OrganizeAnything.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My business thrives on your referrals. Please keep me in mind when you, family, or friends begin to plan to sell your home or to buy that dream home. And remember every time I sell a home, 

I donate a portion of my commission to Children‟s Hospital in the Buyers or Sellers name. *Margaret was Selling Broker   

Can I Show Your Home Right Now!? 

Margaret Sells ôEm 

òDear Margareté 

We relocated from another state 

with concerns that purchasing a 

home from out of state could be a 

problem Your method of daily 

communications, advice, check-

lists and systems made the 

process easy and comfortable. 

You negotiated a very favorable 

contract and arranged for 

everything from insurance to dog 

sitters. Tahnk you for making 

this Life Change so pleasant.ó 

-Dr Charles and Brenda Carter 

 

SOLD* 

SOLD* 

SOLD* 

SOLD 

SOLD* 

Call Margaret for a 
Free Market Analysis 

on your Home 



Whatõs Really Going on in the Market 

Evergreen History Notes 

Fresh Summer Fruit and 

Vegetables are a treat! 

Does it seem to you that 
all the news is bad news.  

Yes, you do have to weed 
through poor statistics, dire 
national news, 1,000-page 
„stimulus‟ bills, but there is 
good news. Here are a few 
reports that may make your 
vision of the market hopeful, 
whether you‟re a Seller or a 
Buyer. 

§ Rates today (02/05/09) are 
4.875% (conventional)  with 
a point, and 5.25% with NO 
points. According to Robin 
McGlone of Colorado Mort-
gage (Wells Fargo Affiliate), 
we are also at 5.0% (FHA) 
with a point, and 5.5% with 
NO points.   

§  The current economic  
stimulus package MAY con-
tain a 15,000 tax credit for 
ANY homebuyer in 2008, 
and they may grant that as a 
TRUE credit, meaning bor-
rowers won't have to repay  

§ Also, part of the stimulus 
may include a 4.0% interest 

rate for homebuyers pur-
chasing a primary residence 
this year. 

§ Keith Hembre, Chief 
Economist of First Ameri-
can Funds, anticipates that 
the stimulus plan will work 
to stabilize economic activity 
in 2009 and likely lead to a 
positive growth environment 
by the second half of the 
year.  Hembre is considered 
one of the “top five eco-
nomic forecasters for 2008” 
by Business Week.   

§ When buying cut produce, 
keep it cold during transport. 
Put it in a cooler with ice if 
traveling a distance. 

§ Wash your hands for at least 
20 seconds with soap and 
water before handling pro-
duce and any other food. 

§ Wash all fruits and vegeta-
bles with cool running tap 
water right before eating. 
Don‟t use dish soap or de-
tergent because the FDA 
hasn‟t approved or labeled 

these products for use on 
foods. 

§ Scrub melons with a brush 
and running water, because 
bacteria can be transferred 
from the outside of the 
melon to the inside by a 
knife. 

§ Don‟t cross-contaminate: 
Use clean utensils and cut-
ting boards when peeling or 
cutting up produce. Wash 
cutting boards with soap and 
water, rinse, and sanitize 
between uses. A solution of 
1 teaspoon bleach per quart 
of water is considered safe 
and effective. 

§ Cut away bruised parts be-
fore eating. Remove the 
outer leaves from lettuce and 
cabbage. 

§ Avoid serving sprouts to at-
risk populations like the very 
young, old, or those whose 
immune system isn‟t able to 
function at normal levels. 
For example, people under-
going cancer treatment often 
cannot eat fresh produce. 

met together with 

neighbors to set up the 

County of Niwot. Accord-

ing to a story in the Febru-

ary 20, 1861 Rocky Moun-

tain News, the new conven-

tion of citizens seceded 

from the Provisional Gov-

ernment, forming a consti-

tution and declared their 

independence from all ex-

cept the government of the 

United States.  

3. The 1976 Winter Olympics 

were to have been held on 

Did you know: 

1. The Territory of Jefferson 

was put to a vote of the 

people in October, 1859 

and passed. In order to 

raise funds, the new gov-

ernment levied a $1.00 per 

head poll tax. 

2. Unhappy with the head tax, 

Thomas Cunningham Ber-

gen, a 39-year-old farmer 

from Illinois who built a log 

cabin and founded the Ber-

gen District  in July, 1860, 

Doubleheader Mountain. 

As Evergreen was planned 

as the center for many of 

the competitions, housing, 

and infrastructure, towns-

people organized to protect 

our community from the 

inevitable felling of thou-

sands of trees, and paving 

of parking lots.  

Thank You City Fathers! 

Source: Evergreen: Our Mountain 

Community.                                 

By Barbara and Gene Sternberg 

The organizational 

papers for the founding 

of Bergen District have 

so intrigued legal 

minds that the original 

documents are on file 

at the Harvard Law 

School.  



Www.ColoradosRealEstate.com 

Re/Max Alliance Evergreen 

30480 Stagecoach Blvd 

Evergreen, Colorado 80439 

I MPORTANT  DATES  IN  FEB/M ARCH 
I NDIAN  H ILLS  4 TH  OF  JULY  7 AM  TO  10  PM  

E VERGREEN  4 TH  OF  JULY  AT  L AKE  11  AM  TO  5  PM  
F IRE  E DUCATION/ D EFENSIBLE  S PACE  

J ULY  11  -  E VERGREEN  F IRE  D EPT  IN  B ERGEN  P ARK  
S UMMER  C ONCERTS  @ L AKE  EVERY  W EDNESDAY  

M ORE? ?  WWW . EVERGREENCHAMBER . ORG  

"Tell me your wish in just three 

words."  

After a long pause, woman 

opened her purse, counted the 

money and handed it to the 

man along with her address.  

She then looked deeply into his 

eyes and whispered, "Clean my 

house."  

 

History of St. Valentine‟s Day 

St Valentine's Day was sup-

posedly started in the time of 

the Roman Empire. In An-

cient Rome, the date of Feb-

ruary 14 was a holiday to  

Valentineõs Day Wish 

A smart, handsome and sexy 

young man dressed in the most 

sophisticated manner walked 

into the bar. He noticed a 

woman staring at him without 

blinking her eyes with an open 

mouth.  

Flattered, he approached the 

woman and said in his sexiest 

deep voice - "I'll do anything 

you wish, beautiful lady, for 

just $20 but on one condition."  

The woman was trapped in a 

moment and asked as if in a 

trance - "What's your condi-

tion?" The young man replied,  

Happy Valentineõs Day!  

 

 

 

honor the Queen of Roman 

Goddesses and Gods, Juno. 

Juno was known as the God-

dess of women and marriage. 

Happy Valentineõs Day 

Phone: 303-674-9770 

Fax::  303-674-3469 

Email: margaretstapleton@remax.net 

 

For Games and Other Fun go to “Just for Kids” at www.HomesInColorado.com/mstapleton 


